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through a special opening in the skin, rather than through the angle in 
the wound. 

It will be noticed that in the descriptions of many special operations, 
as the transverse incision for suprapubic cystotomy, and a similar trans¬ 
verse incision in the neck for the removal of goitres, he contends that the 
scar which follows is less disfiguring by following the natural folds or 
cleavage of the skin ; also that the parts in the operation are more acces¬ 
sible through this incision ; but when large tumors are to be dealt with, 
a vertical incision can also be made. The author’s enormous experience 
in this operation, however, must command our attention and respect. 
The method pursued in cerebral localization seems unnecessarily com¬ 
plicated, requiring a special instrument devised for the purpose, Li ab¬ 
dominal operations, as gastrostomy, Albert’s or Frank’s method is pre¬ 
ferred, which establishes at one operation a valve-like opening into the 
stomach, thus preventing escape of its contents. The Czerny-Lembert 
method is advocated for enterotomy, and special stress is laid upon the 
accurate introduction of the sutures. Ho mention is made of assistance 
to be derived from the use of buttons, plates, or rings, so extensively 
employed here. Lumbar colotomy is omitted, and the iliac operation is 
described. In paracentesis abdominis the point of puncture, as advised, 
is midway between the umbilicus and the middle ot Poupart’s ligament 
In the operation for the removal of the vermiform appendix the incision 
is such that more muscular fibres are sacrificed than when the semilunar 
line is followed ; the appendix is severed with the actual cautery. Ho 
mention whatever is made of McBumey’s gridiron operation. 

The chapter on excisions and resections is clear and most satisfactory; 
exception to the excision of one-half of the pelvis might however be made 
by conservative surgeons, although it is stated that the operation has 
been performed by the author with very satisfactory functional results. 
The patient, in whom the head of the femur was at the same time excised, 
can walk without a stick, although distinctly lame. 

In performing nephrectomy upon the loin, it is advised that the in¬ 
cision he extended a little further than is usually done, in order that the 
peritoneum may be opened and the hand inserted to explore the other 
kidney. A somewhat scanty description is given of the various opera¬ 
tions for the relief of trigeminal neuralgia, most of them dealing with 
the peripheral branches. No mention whatever is made of the intra¬ 
cranial operation for attacking the ganglion. We regret that there has 
been no attempt to deal ■with any of the plastic operations. The chapter 
on amputations is the least satisfactory in the book. 

Enough has been said to illustrate some of the principal features of 
the book, and we can confidently recommend it as full of instruction. It 
■will be appreciated more thoroughly by the operating-surgeon than by 
the student or young practitioner. The latter may feel that he has not 
sufficient guidance in the most practical and useful operations, many of 
those described being seldom employed except on the cadaver.. The trans¬ 
lation has been excellently accomplished by Mr. Stiles. The illustrations 
are admirable, and the text all that can be desired. Unfortunately, the 
index is omitted. H. H. 
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Clinical Lectures on Syphilib. By During. 

Stimulated, no doubt, by the brilliant example of the younger 
French syphilographera the author has published an admirable volume, 
based upon the clinical study of syphilis. This work does not in any 
way pretend to be a text-book, but rather embodies the practical views 
of a keen observer and one who has had wide experience. The firet 
chapter deals with the history of the disease, its distribution,^ and its 
severe manifestations when attacking people previously not infected. 
The character of the contagion-periods, the primary lesion and general 
intoxication, and parasyphilitic lesions are briefly considered. The chap¬ 
ter ends with a very strong argument as to the analogy of syphilis with 
other infectious diseases and an anatomical study of the primary lesion. 

The question of immunity is considered in the second chapter, the 
statement being made that the acquired immunity is developed almost 
immediately after infection. 

consideration of the essential difference between chancroid and syph¬ 
ilis, to which the third chapter is devoted, would seem superfluous at the 
present time. 

In common with most authors Von During holds that acquired 
syphilis is impossible without the primary lesion. The history of many 
minutely observed cases should certainly relegate this question to that 
class which is, at least, open to discussion. The complications of the 

E rimary lesion are classified into the headings phimosis, gangrene, and 
emorrhage; these are scarcely sufficiently comprehensive. The blood- 
changes of the secondary period are carefully described. The sections 
dealing with the skin-eruptions of the disease correspond to those found 
in the ordinary text-book. Differential diagnosis between syphilitic leg- 
ulcers and those depending upon varicose veins is founded upon the 
points .already well known, the author holding that a proper determina¬ 
tion is usually easy, an opinion with which many experienced surgeons 
will not agree. A chapter is devoted to bone-syphilis, with a few para¬ 
graphs upon affections of the tendons, bursae, and ligaments. Affections 
of the circulatory system are very briefly considered. In discussing 
syphilis of the heart the author justly states that there are no sharp 
diagnostic symptoms, but that whenever a person with previous syphilis 
shows the signs of heart-disease an active antisyphilitic course of treat¬ 
ment should be instituted. He does not mention that sudden death is a 
very frequent termination of these cases. The fibroid induration of the 
cavernous bodies he classes as specific, although Mauriac has clearly 
shown that this affection is non-specific in origin. 

Syphilis of the nervous system is very briefly considered, yet this 
chapter will be found unusually complete and accurate. In the section 
on treatment it is taught that excision of the chancre is useless. The 
author’s therapy represents an intelligent study of all the recognized 
methods of administering mercury and iodide of potassium. The treat¬ 
ment should be begun only under exceptional circumstances before the 
appearance of secondaries. This statement is finding fewer followers 
each year. 
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The work can be warmly commended aa an excellent clinical sum¬ 
mary of the knowledge of syphilis as it has been developed by most 
recent research. Less voluminous than Mauriac’s scholarly volumes 
more clearly formulated than Finger’s book, it should be serviceable 
both to the specialist and general practitioner. 

E. M. 


An American Test-book of Obstetrics foe Practitioners and Stu¬ 
dents. By James C. Cameron, M.D., Edward P. Davis, M.D., 
Robert L. Dickinson, M.D., Charles Warrington Earle, M.D.! 
James H. Etheridge, M.D., Henry J. Garrigdes, M.D., Barton 
Cooke Hirst, M.D., Charles Jewett, M.D., Howard A. Kelly, 
M.D., Richard C. Norris, M.D., Chahncey D. Palmer, M.D., The- 
ophilus Paevin, H.D., George A. Pieesol, M.D., Edwaed Rey¬ 
nolds, M.D., Henby Schwarz, M.D., Richard C. Norris, M.D., 
Editor ; Robert L. Dickinson, M.D., Art Editor. With nearly 900 col¬ 
ored and half-tone illustrations. 8vo., pp. 1000. Philadelphia: W. B. 
Saunders, 1895. 

A Text-look oj Obstetrics by sixteen different authors has reached us. 
and we believe the nature of the work demands more than a passing 
notice. Practitioners and students of medicine possess one or more text¬ 
books of obstetrics written by single authors, and many of us several 
books by the same authors many times revised; but we believe a text-book 
by more than one individual has not heretofore appeared, at least during 
the last decade. The demand for a work which should not only embody 
the teachings of several prominent American obstetricians, thus reflect- 
mg au recent progress made in the theory and practice of obstetrics, 
but should also be a standard teaching-work for students and a guide 
for practitioners, bos called for the present book. The sixteen different 
authors selected will be at once recognized by all as well-known and 
experienced teachers of obstetrics in several of the leading medical 
schools and hospitals of America. 

A welcome and necessary feature of the present Textbook, not, we 
are soiTy to say, always found in composite publications, is the readily 
recognizable correlation of the subject-matter, so that although various 
authors are assigned special themes for discussion, still an attempt, and a 
generally successful one at that, has been made to preserve throughout 
the text a logical sequence. 

Still another satisfactory feature is that the table of contents indicates 
the authorship of each section. 

. Nearly nine hundred colored and half-tone illustrations are to be found 
in the work, and we cannot pass to a consideration of the text without a 
word in regard to the accuracy as well as artistic beauty of these illus¬ 
trations. A little study of the illustrations reveals the fact that most 
of them are systematically drawn to a scale, uniformity generally being 
preserved usually one-third or one-sixth life-size. This will become 
evident to any reader who, for instance, will take the trouble to compare 
the conjugate verm of several sagittal sections in the work. The me 
holds good for the figures. We can only regret that the principle was 
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not carried further, and, in addition to the full labelling which we find 
made directly upon the drawings, the scale of reduction from life-size was 
not also added. Each borrowed engraving has been properly credited, 
and all have been redrawn, excepting those reproduced from the well- 
known copper-plates of Hunter and Smellie. We recognize some friends 
in cuts which come from France through the work of Farabeuf and Vur- 
nier, relating to diagnosis and mechanism; from Germany, through 
Braun, Schroeder, Waldeyer, and Zweifel, regarding accuracy in topo¬ 
graphical anatomy; and from Scotland, through the atlases of Hart, Bar¬ 
bour, and Webster, concerning the structure of the pelvic floor. Such 
a reillustration of an entire department of medicine could only have been 
rendered possible by an unprecedented liberality on the part of the pub¬ 
lisher, and he, together with the art editor, has left nothing undone that 
could add in the least to the artistic beauty above referred to. 

The work comprises some one thousand pages, divided in six sections 
as follows: I. The Generative Organs, including their Anatomy and 
Physiology; H. Pregnancy, including its Physiology, Diagnosis, Hygiene, 
Management, and Pathology; IH. Labor, with its Physiology, Con¬ 
duct, Mechanism, and Dystocia; IV. Puerperium, together with its 
Physiology, Diagnosis, Management, and Pathology; V. Newborn In¬ 
fant, its Physiology and Pathology; VI. Obstetric Surgery, with the 
subheadings of Instrumental Operations, Manual Operations, and Coeli- 
otomy for Sepsis in the Childbearing Period. 

In Section I., the Generative Organs, we first find the anatomy of the 
bony pelvis taken up, and, with the aid of the multitude of clear and 
attractive illustrations, described in a most comprehensive manner. We 
note that a careful exposition is given us of the pelvic articulations, par¬ 
ticularly of that at the pubis, and we naturally look for a more compre¬ 
hensive description of the position of the pelvis in the skeleton, as effected 
by the changes in the posture of the body, in view of the claims made 
in the last two years regarding the effect of increased pelvic inclination 
upon the conjugata vera. We find no reference to Watcher's position at 
this point, although it is sufficiently described under version on pages 960 
and 9611 The pelvic floor, its muscles, fascia, vessels, and construction 
is well cared for, due importance being given, as should be the case in a 
work upon obstetrics, to the levator ani muscle. The anatomy of the 
female generative organs, comprising thirty-three pages, five of which are 
given to the mammary glands, is concise and written in a style for a work 
destined to be used as a text-book. 

Three pages only are assigned to the physiology of these organs, namely, 
to ovulation and menstruation, and we believe, in view of the abbreviated 
nature of this section, that Marshall’s conclusions, that “ the decidua of 
a particular menstrual period is related, not to the ovum discharged at 
that period, but to the ovum discharged at the preceding period,” is 
given undue prominence, and is, in fact, not altogether “ fully warranted 
by the more exact data furnished by careful observation.” 

Eighty-six pages are assigned to the physiology of pregnancy, sixty- 
two of which are taken up with the development of the embryo and the 
foetus. Embryology and the formation and relations of the various 
membranes, embryonic and foetal structures, are fully illustrated by re¬ 
productions of sections and by diagrammatic figures. We would have 
wished that more space were given to the formation and anatomical 
structure of the various deciduae, and that the relation of the constructive 



